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Min egen rolle

®* |kke alle konflikter i Midgsten
skaper brak

® Det er bare konflikten mellom

Israel og palestinerne som er
problematisk

® Norge - Israel: et spesielt
fenomen i norsk utenrikspolitikk

® 1990-tallet: Norges rolle i
fredsprosessen, Oslo-prosessen og
Oslo-avtalen

® Norge som brobygger — en
fredsbragd og en
«eksportartikkel»

® Politisk prestisje og norske
egeninteresser

® Vanskelig for en forsker a uttale
seg: Om Midtgsten og om Norges






The fairy-tale

The so-called 'Oslo spirit’
simply descended upon
the Israeli ‘peaceniks’, the
PLO terrorists and a few
carefully chosen
Norwegians.
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Stoltenberg, Arafat and a peace
plan

In January 1989: Foreign
Minister Stoltenberg visited
Arafat.

A future peace plan elaborated.

Four years later: This peace
plan served as a blueprint for
the Oslo back channel:

Direct bilateral talks
Meet secretly or publicly.
Contacts through a third party.

Oslo an appropriate place to
meet.

Useful if a Norwegian research
institution took the initiative.
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The Missing Files

In the still classified archives of the Norwegian Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, no documents were found on the
negotiations in the Oslo Back Channel from January to
September 1993. No minutes, no memos, no letters have
been filed.

A huge number of documents of various kinds were written
during the process, but they are all missing.

In October 2005, a Norwegian journalist, Odd Karsten Tveit,
published the book War and Diplomacy. Oslo-Jerusalem
1978-96.

All the missing documents and many more, have been
referred to in this book.
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Dear

(a)

(b)

(<)

(d)
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STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL

Paris, July 21, 1993

Mr. Perers,

Many thanks for your very kind letter of 18 July 1993. I

am very pleased indeed that you find our efforts useful.

I am also extremely encouraged by the tone and content of
your letter as well as by the report I received from Ms.

Juul and Mr. Larsen.

I had another meeting with Mr. Arafat i Tunis on July
20th prior to my departure from Tunisia. Mr. Abu Ala, Ms.
Juul and Mr. Larsen were also present. The purpose of
this letter is to inform you of the major contents and
thrust of our discussion.

I opened the discussion with a statement where I made
the following points_}—mvw.& warvedl agamst durtler lLLaws ¢

It is clear that Israel wants to reach an agreement and
that such agrsement is u n reach. The Norwegian
channel seems to be the preferred avenue. Time is running
out, however, and the negotiations cannot be permitted to
drag on. The major advantage of the Norwegian channel is
that it provides for direct negotiations between the
principal parties, i.e., Israel and the PLO. Norway's
role is that of facilitator not mediator. We have no
special interests or global considerations compelling us
to seek particular solutions. A solution "Eeached through

the Norwegian channel will not be a broke solution, but
a direct agreement. It is my impression that the PLO can
never achieve a better deal than now.

Successful conclusion of the talks reguires a realistic
approach by both sides. It is realistic to go for an
historical breakthrough now.

Concluding an agreement will require leadership,
willingness to break consensus in order to make possible
that which is necessary. I appealed to Arafat as the
undisputed leader of the Palestinians to play that role
and expressed high confidence that the present Israeli
government has leaders who are willing and able to play
the same role.

on the key outstanding issues of substance I observed
that a realistic approach on both sides should enable
them to tackle the Jericho-issue, including that of
access. I observed that rather than talking of

(x)

(1)

(m)

(n)

Palestinians in Jerusalem could be given the right to
vote. He suggested also that the DOP included "something
about the religious places” and access thereto for Jews,
Muslims and Christians. Such arrangements would for him
constitute a "comfortable relaxation" of the issues
involved.

Mr. Arafat reiterated the readiness of the PLO to
conclude and sign the DOP now. "We are degling in this
attitude", he asserted. He made impassi¥%#“reference to
the deteriorating living conditions in Gaza. If there
were to be new delays both the PLO and Israel would lose
control over the situation in Gaza. "If we delay now we
will lose control - all of us. Both of us need peace, but
we have to make a compromise". I observed that one of the
spin-offs of the negotiations seems to be a recognition
that Israel and the PLO need each other that they can
only solve their own problems if they solve them
together. Arafat agreed and stated that Israelis and
Palestinians must learn to live together.

In illustrating the problems of the PLO leadership in
Tunis in terms of opposition iwinieresisupernizeelinatss he
pointed to Haidar, K Abdel Shafi's recent remarks. The
latter as well as'ainternal struggle in the negotiating
delegation constituted proof of "how we are all losing",
and of how important it is to arrive at an early
agreement. He claimed that it was important to exploit
the momentum of recent set-backs for the "integristes"
(fundamentalists) in the university elections in
Bethlehem and Nablus.

Oon my explicit plodding Arafat stated emphatically that
the PLO charter was "caduc" and that he was ready to
state so publicly again. Then he referred to his
statement in Cairo in March. He affirmed that the PLO has
accepted the two state solution by accepting SCR 242, and
that the very fact of the DOP negotiations constituted
proof that PLO was no longer commited to the destruction
of Israel. He wanted to work towards a long term
arrangement in the whole area. The PLO is not anti-jewish
and includesJews.

In my discussions with Abu Ala prior to the meeting with
Arafat the former asserted that a DOP would supersede
other decisions (make them not valid) in a way that would
remove problems about Arafat's title of "President" etc.
The DOP would institute a new framework and regime.

Arafat confirmed the readiness and eagerness of the PLO
to participate in what he hoped would be the final round
of negotiations in Oslo the following weekend (24th-26th
July) .
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