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Min egen rolle
• Ikke alle konflikter i Midøsten 

skaper bråk
• Det er bare konflikten mellom 

Israel og palestinerne som er 
problematisk

• Norge – Israel: et spesielt 
fenomen i norsk utenrikspolitikk

• 1990-tallet: Norges rolle i 
fredsprosessen, Oslo-prosessen og 
Oslo-avtalen

• Norge som brobygger – en 
fredsbragd og en 
«eksportartikkel»

• Politisk prestisje og norske 
egeninteresser

• Vanskelig for en forsker å uttale 
seg: Om Midtøsten og om Norges 
rolle





The fairy-tale

■ The so-called ‘Oslo spirit’ 
simply descended upon 
the Israeli ‘peaceniks’, the 
PLO terrorists and a few 
carefully chosen 
Norwegians.





Stoltenberg, Arafat and a peace 
plan

• In January 1989: Foreign 
Minister Stoltenberg visited 
Arafat.

• A future peace plan elaborated.
• Four years later: This peace 

plan served as a blueprint for 
the Oslo back channel:

• Direct bilateral talks
• Meet secretly or publicly.
• Contacts through a third party.
• Oslo an appropriate place to 

meet.
• Useful if a Norwegian research 

institution took the initiative.





The Missing Files
■ In the still classified archives of the Norwegian Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs, no documents were found on the 
negotiations in the Oslo Back Channel from January to 
September 1993. No minutes, no memos, no letters have 
been filed.

■ A huge number of documents of various kinds were written 
during the process, but they are all missing.

■ In October 2005, a Norwegian journalist, Odd Karsten Tveit, 
published the book War and Diplomacy. Oslo-Jerusalem 
1978-96.

■ All the missing documents and many more, have been 
referred to in this book.





Riksarkivar John Herstad – min store helt

Tidligere riksarkivar: Støres uttalelser stanset jakten på 
hemmelige Rød-Larsen-dokumenter

Riksarkivar John Herstad jaktet på de hemmelige 
Rød-Larsen-dokumentene. Helt til utenriksdepartementet 
under Jonas Gahr Støre i 2007 sa at ingen dokumenter var 

savnet.









Norway ’s Role

■ .


